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AN EPIGRAPHIC CASE STUDY
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Coordinator of Humanities, Qatar University

This lecture aims to present the term sha’b in ancient Yemen in the light of the South Arabian inscriptions.
The term sha’b is an expression allocated to the major social component of the ancient South Arabian society,
which was a political and socio-economic unity and is well attested in all South Arabian kingdoms (Saba, Ma‘in,
Qataban and Hadramawt). Actually, the Sabaean kingdom was a confederation of several sha’bs among them
the sha’b of Saba and ruled by noble clans like Banti Maqar. The confederator of these sha’bs was the Sabaean
ruler mukarrib.

Actually, it is difficult to define the accurate meaning and function of the term sha'b and its function in the
ancient South Arabian society. However, scholars applied this term to a sedentary community with different
sizes. It can be a small town, a number of various clans and communities or a federation of different communities.
The basic classification of the epigraphic nomenclature system in Saba, with some variations, is as follows: (i) the
individual’s personal name (ii) his epithet or cognomen (iii) his partonic, i.e. the personal name of his father (iv)
his clan or family name (v) the name of his tribe or the sha’b (s*b) to which his clan belongs.

Subdivisions of the sha’b are primarily designated in the Sabaean society as bin (bn), bant (bnw) and dha (d)
“lineage; clan” and the family or household (byt). The clan and sub-clan was designated in the Minaean society
as ahl.

Mohammed Maraqten, born in Palestine and based in Germany is a specialist
of Semitic Epigraphy and especially the ancient South Arabian inscriptions. He
studied archaeology, ancient Near Eastern studies and Semitic languages at the
University of Marburg/Germany and got his PhD 1987 from the same University.
He worked at several German Universities and Vienna University. Currently he
is at Qatar University. He conducted archaeological excavations and surveys in
Jordan, Bahrain, Yemen, Oman, Morocco and Algeria. He published intensively on
cultures and languages of the ancient Near East and in particular on the ancient
South Arabian inscriptions and cultural history of pre-Islamic Arabia.

>
Y}
=
o
a
o
oc
a5
=
=
<
=
=
19
]
wv
o
(]
[l
]
[
2
=
=
wv
=
|
<<
)




