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THE ORIGIN OFTHE LAPIS LAZULI FROM

THEMYCENAEAN TOMBS OF KAKOVATOS
GEOCHEMICAL ANALYSES

MICHAEL BRANDL | BIRGITTA EDER
Austrian Academy of Sciences, Austrian Archaeological Institute, Vienna | Athens

In order to explore the network of resources and long-distance relations that led to the import of the prestigious
blue stone into the Aegean, Mycenaean lapis lazuli jewelry was scientifically analysed for the first time. For the
pilot project that takes place in cooperation with the National Archaeological Museum in Athens, twelve
fragments of beads and inlays from the early Mycenaean tholos tombs of Kakovatos were chosen as starting
point. The results of the archaeometric analysis show the possibility to trace the origin of archaeological
lapis lazuli objects to distinct source regions. Future investigations will explore the potential to assign lapis
artefacts to individual deposits within these larger areas.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/97141789647?pwd=K1pxQ3Nub2]INlowZThtRkFCUG9zZz09
(Meeting ID: 971 4178 9647, Passcode: kRsT78)
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