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The lack of identifiable systemic organization and order in Middle Bronze Age (MBA) burials in the southern 
Levant is both well-known and well-documented. The variability of burial types, methods, and materials found 
with the dead calls into question the value of the “burial kit” for understanding MBA mortuary traditions without 
further qualification of what is meant by the “kit” and the ways in which it may be applied to examining such 
wildly diverse mortuary remains as those found in the MBA. This lecture will analyze different categories and 
types of burials found at sites throughout the southern Levant together with the different expressions of the “kit” 
found at them in order to evaluate the uses and applications of the “burial kit” as a means of examining mortuary 
traditions in the Middle Bronze Age.

Join Zoom-Meeting
https://oeaw-ac-at.zoom.us/j/91477375969?pwd=cEFXVWx2MWJaWllyUjBuQTV4Ylpidz09
(Meeting-ID: 914 7737 5969 , Passcode: PFvGs8)

USES AND APPLICATIONS OF THE “BURIAL KIT” IN 
ANALYSIS OF MIDDLE BRONZE AGE SOUTHERN 
LEVANTINE MORTUARY TRADITIONS 

HYBRID-LECTURE AS PART OF THE LECTURE-SERIES „WORLD ARCHAEOLOGY SEMINARS“

Primary burial from the Gesher cemetery site (© S. Cohen)
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